THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

to Chhaya, a fortified place which lies about a mile and
a half East of Porbandar, where they settled. Secondly,
the village of Shrinagar, near Porbandar, yields no remains
which at all justify the conjecture that such a powerful
people established themselves there. With these facts
to go upon, the most likely theory is that the Jethwas
are an offshoot of the Scythian tribes of the North, who
were settled in Kashmir in the first century A.D. After
moving Southwards, probably through Sind, they settled
in Saurashtra, and in the case of the village of Shrinagar
but preceded the example of the American Colonists in
giving names of places in the land of their origin to places
in the land of their adoption.

The Jethwa bards relate that the fourth ruler of
Ghumli built the temple of the Sun at Shrinagar. There
are no remains of any such building at Shrinagar in
Saurashtra, and it is not conceivable that the sway of the
Ghumli rulers extended so far North as Kashmir. Hence
we are bound to infer that the Jethwa bards either gave
long rein to their imagination or were the most accom-
plished flatterers. One other piece of evidence favours
the theory that the Jethwas were an offshoot of the
Scythians. On Scythian coins the word " Kumar " fre-
quently appears, and from bardic legends we find that
after the founding of Ghumli in the seventh century by
Shil Kumar Jethwa, the rulers of Ghumli were recognized
as being " Kumarants." While established in their fast-
ness in the Barda Hills they must have been at the height
of their power and prosperity, for Shil Kumar Jethwa
married the daughter of Anangpal, who was King of Delhi
in A.D. 674, as a reward for valuable services rendered
in war. Ghumli fell some time about the twelfth century
A.D., when the Jadeja, Jam Bamanioji from Kachh, laid
siege to, and captured, the fortress.

After the extinction of the Walabhi dynasty the most
important people in Saurashtra for some years in all
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